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IKE PAPPAS: Here at the Pentagon, meanwhile, officials
vigorously denied allegations that the administration had cut back
on the number of helicopters and other equipment recommended by the
military for the rescue.

Defense Secretary Harold Brown said everything the rescue
team asked for it got without question.

Brown called "completely untrue" reports that the on-t+he-
scene commander, Colonel! Charles Beckwith fought with his superiors
to continue the mission but was overruled. Al! of the commanders,
said Brown, completely agreed with the decision to abor+ the mission.

Brown also denied a .report that the rescue was ordered
despite a ClA memo which estimated that perhaps 60 percent of the
hostages might be killed. No such memo exists, according to Brown.
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